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rallied to him all the odium of the submissions which followed from
their defeat. The necessity of signing the Treaty of Versailles shook
the Government to its foundations, and Erzberger, the leader of the
Centre party, and Rathenau, the famous industrialist and philosophic
writer, who had rallied to it and taken office under it, were both
assassinated in the next three years. In January, 1920, came the " Kapp
Putsch,'* a monarchist effort on the part of certain officers of the old
army led by Ludendorff to upset the newly established Republic, in
which the afterwards-famous Herr Hitler took part. This fizzled out
partly because the workers rallied to Ebert, but still more because the
responsible leaders of the old army appear to have decided that their
time was not yet. They stepped in to save Ludendorff's life but other-
wise left justice to run its course. Though it defeated its enemies the
Ebert regime suffered a considerable blow to its prestige in this affair,
and was not easily forgiven for having transferred the Government
from Berlin to Dresden in what its enemies said was a quite unneces-
sary access of panic.
But the heaviest load of all was that placed upon it by the Allies.
They had maintained the blockade for months after the armistice and
added starvation to the other troubles with which the new order had
to deal. Then came the Treaty with its fearful penalties and the forced
confession of guilt for events of which the new rulers least of all
considered themselves guilty. They and a great multitude of the
German people had supposed that, having rid themselves of the
braggarts and blunderers of the old regime, they would have appeased
the victorious democracies and been able to reap the full benefits of Mr.
Wilson's principles. The awakening from this dream spread wrath
and consternation through the whole country, and gave the deposed
militarists the opportunity of renewing their propaganda. Could
there be better proof, they asked, that nations were respected only
as they were strong and that Germany would retrieve these humilia-
tions only as she recovered her military power ?
Socialists and moderates resisted a conclusion so dangerous to them-
selves and so likely to bring down further wrath from the kte enemy.
But already Germany was divided-into the two camps which were
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